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THE GIRL IN THE PHOTOGRAPH – ONE WOMAN’S HARROWING ACCOUNT
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This photograph taken in 1965, shows teenage girls suffering merciless punishment at Hay Girls Institution; a brutal, closed hard labour prison for young girls who had committed NO crime.
Sharyn Killens is the second girl in line. 
Sharyn is of African-American heritage; the product of an illicit liaison between a pretty blonde Sydney woman and a visiting black American serviceman in 1948, during the White Australia Policy.
In November 1965, Sharyn spent her 17th birthday locked in the cold and filthy isolation cell in Hay Girls Institution with nothing but a dirty mattress and bread and water. Because Sharyn had collapsed during these (photographed) gruelling militaristic callisthenics, as punishment she was dragged across the yard and thrown into solitary confinement and another month was added to her nightmare. 
At the time, Sharyn was suffering from an undiagnosed congenital heart condition which, 44 years later on the anniversary of her night in Solitary, sees her top of the list for a heart transplant at St Vincent’s Hospital’s, Victor Chang Memorial Clinic.

That Sharyn survived the shocking and debasing punishments and cruelty at Hay Institution and Parramatta Girls’ Home, is testament to her courage and determination and just good luck with regard to her heart condition.
Sharyn has relived the horror in a no-holds-barred expose of life in these institutions and the cruel treatment doled out by officers on behalf of the Department of Child Welfare in the 1960s, in her just released biography The Inconvenient Child.

“The treatment of these teenage girls in those institutions was barbaric and the public were misled,” says co-Author and friend Lindsay Lewis.

Sharyn Killens has told her story in the hope Australians will understand the brutal treatment the majority of these children suffered behind the high walls and closed doors which until now, has been a closely guarded secret by authorities.
The Inconvenient Child is supported by a comprehensive website with photographs of life inside Parramatta Girls Home and Hay Girls Institution. http://www.theinconvenientchild.com/hay_girls.html   and  http://www.theinconvenientchild.com/parramatta.html  

That Sharyn appears in many of these photographs is extraordinary because this one day, is the only time in the 13 years of Hay’s horror history, that photographs were taken.
To arrange an interview with Sharyn Killens and co-Author Lindsay Lewis, 
or for more information, please contact: Miracle Publishing on: (02) 9460-8050 or 0429-998-885

eMail: lindsay@miraclepublishing.com.au
          Website: www.TheInconvenientChild.com
Distributed by the Scribo Group and available in all good book stores.
